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A hundred
years in
the making

Hair loss
confronted

2nd Annual Alopecia
Awareness Seminar
Doris Lucille
Williams Johnson

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

ST. PETERSBURG –The
second annual Alopecia
Awareness seminar kicked
off this weekend with an entourage of women and men
set to gain information on
how to stop hair loss altogether or at least slow it’s fall
from their heads.
“Today you will be educated, encouraged, and inspired,” said Marlo Scott,
owner of Hair It Iz Natural &
Chemical Salon and the person behind the event. She is
the President of Alopecia
Awareness Tampa Bay Association, Inc. (ATBA) and has
made it her mission to bring
awareness to those suffering
from the physical and emotional toll losing hair takes.
A difficult diagnosis to
deal with, alopecia areata is
caused by an abnormality in
the immune system in which
those afflicted can lose hair
on their scalp, body, even
their lashes and eyebrows.
There are many different
types of alopecia, with the
shedding of hair in some
only being temporary, while
it can cause permanent baldness in others.
Since September is national hair loss month, it is
the perfect time for those in
need and those wishing to
See HAIR, page 5

Staff Writer

L-R, Derrick Brooks, Jamaal Chaney, Watson Haynes, II and Alvin Nesmith.



BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
held their 36th annual
Equal Opportunity Day
Gala Sat., Sept. 6 at the
Hilton St. Petersburg Carillon Park. The function
served as a fundraiser as

well as an opportunity to
speak of PCUL’s accomplishments and future
goals.
The theme of this
year’s gala was “Hall of
Fame” in honor of former
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
football player Derrick
Brooks, who was recently
inducted into the National
Football League (NFL)

Hall of Fame and who
served as the keynote
speaker of the evening.
Early in the evening,
guests lounged in the hall
of the hotel, enjoying
cocktails while writing
down bids for items in the
silent auction. Auctioned
items included various
paraphernalia
autographed by Brooks, hotel

stays, tickets for sporting
events, gift cards and spa
packages. According to
PCUL President and CEO
Watson L. Haynes II, people may continue to bid on
items throughout this
week.
Once again, Bay News
9 anchor Erica Riggins
served as mistress of cerSee GALA, pages 12

Taking gospel to the streets
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Seven x 7 movement
has been heeding the call
of the Great Commission
since 2008 when four
dozen clergy agreed to
unite to carryout streetlevel outreach, evangelism
and revival in St. Petersburg’s most impoverished
and crime-ridden areas.

This year – marking
their seventh year at work
– the pastors of Seven x 7
will once again host a
week-long revival, Mon.,
Sept. 15 through Sat.,
Sept. 20, capped off by a
mass baptism for newly
saved believers on Sun.,
Sept. 21.
A total of 35 pastors
and preachers will take
the Word of God to the
streets “in places that need
help and healing the
most,” said Pastor Louis
Murphy, Sr., the visionary
See GOSPEL, page 6

Last year’s Seven x 7 event.

ST. PETERSBURG –
She was only six when
women began to be
counted as equals to men,
gaining the right to vote.
Just 16 when the Great Depression hit so many families and 50 years old when
the Civil Rights Act was established in 1964.
Events that transpired
more than a lifetime ago for
most, but for Doris Lucille
Williams Johnson these
markers of American history are not just something
she learned about reading
a textbook or through
word-of-mouth, she lived
them.
September 1, 2014
marked the birthday of
Johnson, and at 100 it was
evident she had accumulated a caring extended
family and quite a number
of friends.
Friends and family flew
in from all over the country
to take part in the centennial birthday celebration.
One-by-one taking a moment to remember fond
memories they shared with
Johnson.
Well known for her contributions to the area, Johnson has lived in the St.
Petersburg area since 1938.
Although she worked in
the insurance business for
some time, she settled into
a position as a Pinellas
County educator working
at such schools as
See BIRTHDAY, page 4
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Cultural Ignorance
Praise the Lord Saints.
This week we will talk about what I
believe is one of the biggest ploys used
by Satan and his demons to keep us in
this state of degeneration.
As I look at the local papers and the
local news, it’s no wonder things are as
they are today and there appears to be
no concrete positive resolution in sight.
Satan has masterfully, through the
art of deception and deflection, drawn
our attention away from the “at home,”
“in your backyard” issues that has
plagued our people for centuries, and
had us to look at global issues. Issues
that we have no say so on other than our
own skewed opinions based solely on
what we are told and not factual evidence
they can substantiate. It’s called the
“sleight of hand” approach and if you are
not careful, you will continue to be misled into believing the lie.
Although these global issues are sad
and devastating in nature, they are rarely
occurring events. The issues we have far
and away exceed these and carry far
more destructive force and have been for
some time.
Simply go back to last year or five or
10 years ago, and we will find neighborhood devastation in the form of justifiable
police shootings, police themselves
being killed by youths, riots, etc. We
have a laundry list and that’s just speaking to the police violence issues.
What we are failing to realize is that
it’s all connected.
In the coming months, I will be partnering with Pastor Martin Rainey as we
attempt to draw the line in the sand and
end this strangle hold that has divided
our neighborhoods. He established and
created these listening forums that will
have the three major components
needed to bring our communities back
into harmony and unity: the church, parents, and the school board.
Like it or not, agree or not, the
church has to be the foundational nucleus that will combine the other two
components in order to achieve the overall success we desire and need. It’s the
only one of the three that contains all the
answers and solutions to the complex
web of deception that Satan has spun.
It must be in the order I placed it as
well. Parents must then take on the responsibilities given to them by God to
train, raise, chastise, discipline, protect,
guide, lead, love and nurture their kids.
They, the parents, learn these fundamental principles and traits from one

place, the church.
If your church is not teaching these
foundational principles, either bring it to
the pastor’s attention that you need and
want these added to the bible study or
Sunday School or find one that is. It’s not
that hard to locate one, just look to the
church’s youth program and gauge it
from there. Be mindful also that there
should be more instruction and teaching
than just programs. There is nothing
wrong with the variety of programs in
youth departments today, but you have
to instill principles in our kids first and
then programs will be the icing on the
cake and a privilege earned from their
actions and conduct outside the church
environment.
I’m excited and looking forward to
these forums because I feel they can
bring about the paradigm shift this
neighborhood, community and city have
longed for but never could obtain.
We also have the Seven x 7 Tent Revivals coming up as well on Sept. 15-20.
I will be participating along with another Apostolic preacher new to the
group and let me tell you this, I’m not
about all the hooping, jumping and dancing going on in most churches today. I’m
considered a flat-footed, old school
preacher. You ain’t gone need a neck
brace after watching me move back and
forth in the pulpit.
God gave me the delivery gift of empowerment and teaching you the Word
of God. I look for the saints to be scrambling for their highlighter, pen, or whatever because I said something that you
have never heard explained that way
even though you have read and heard
that scripture hundreds of times before
but never in that manner.
We ask for your support and attendance in these upcoming events and
pray the blessings of God over all that do
or those that wanted to but could not.
Finally, if you have been attempting
to go to my website, I apologize as I
haven’t had the time to publish it but will
be doing so this week. And if you missed
any of my articles, I will be posting the
link to each of them on the site. Those
that have been reading know I tend to
build upon the previous week. For now,
you can go to theweeklychallenger.com
and click the tab “More” and look for
“Breaking the Cycle.”
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

By Jon Wilson

Inauguration of the Heritage
Trail’s first phase
ST. PETERSBURG — The African
American Heritage Association in St. Petersburg is presenting a major event Oct.
10-12 to inaugurate the Trail’s first phase
along the 22nd Street and Ninth Avenue
South.
One Trail marker was unveiled in
early August at a ceremony attended by
Mayor Rick Kriseman, former Mayor Bill
Foster, city councilmembers, other city
officials and community residents.
The event in October will be a bigger
celebration with activities throughout the
weekend to call special attention to the
Trail, which now consists of about 20
sturdy historic markers. Their installation
was completed Aug. 17.
Among featured activities will be plaiting a Maypole, an event whose roots go
back to the idea of freedom. A youth
group will be developed to participate in
the Maypole activity. For information,
contact Renet Dennard (727) 686-9807.
Here are other ways to participate in
the festival:
• Consider being a sponsor
• Purchase a ticket for the VIP
Legacy Garden Reception.
• Volunteer your facility as a venue
for the Saturday Street Festival.
• Be a vendor for the Saturday Street
Festival. For information, contact Carla
Bristol, carla.bristol@gmail.com.
• Restaurants and caterers may consider donating finger foods for the reception.
For more information please contact
the Association at (727) 418-2881 or aahaspfl@gmail.com.
Here are sponsorship levels:
• The $2,000 Platinum Level (two
available to sponsor either the VIP
Legacy Garden Reception or the Street
Festival. At this level, your company will
be prominently featured at the events
with signage and media presentation. It
will include two premier tables (including
signage with your company’s name) for
eight guests per table and 10 tickets for
free drinks at the VIP Legacy Garden Reception.
• In addition, the Platinum Level includes 10 annual memberships in the
Friends of the Trail established for the
purpose of maintaining the heritage
markers and five annual memberships in
St. Pete Preservation Inc. Your company
will be promoted as sponsor of either the

VIP Legacy Garden Reception or the
Street Festival. Your company name will
be included in all television and radio interviews, print media and in the on-site
sponsor signage and all publications
• The $1,500 Gold Level (two available to sponsor either of the Singin’ &
Swingin’ Sunday events: Gospel Brunch
or Jazz at the Manhattan with the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association.)
Your organization will be promoted as
sponsor of either of the Singin’ &
Swingin’ events. The Gold Level includes
one table (including signage with your organization’s name) for eight guests and
eight tickets for free drinks at the VIP
Legacy Garden Reception.
In addition, the Gold Level includes
eight annual memberships in the Friends
of the Trail, and your organization’s name
will be included in all television and radio
interviews, print media and in the on-site
sponsor signage and all publications.
• The $1,000 Silver Level includes
one table for eight guests and five tickets
for free drinks at the VIP Legacy Garden
Reception. It also includes five annual
memberships in the Friends of the Trail.
Your company logo or name will be included in the on-site sponsor signage and
all publications.
• The $500 Bronze Level includes five
tickets to the VIP Legacy Garden Reception and two tickets for free drinks, two
annual memberships in the Friends of
the Trail, and public acknowledgement at
the VIP Legacy Garden Reception.
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parent and church engagement by 100 percent
For the past several weeks the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc.
(PSFEC) has been soliciting community
buy-in, support and active participation
via a listening challenge to Pinellas
County School District and the community including churches, neighborhood
associations, parents and the grassroots
community. To date, PSFEC has received encouraging positive responses.
Imagine this!
What if, the grassroots community
(the ones in the trenches for school success), including local business and community – based organizations, came
together with parents and schools to
focus on the five elementary schools located in St. Petersburg, namely, Campbell Park, Fairmount Park, Lakewood,
Maximo and Melrose?
What if all the above came together
and listen to each other with the attitude
of the Lord (Phil 2:5). Not blaming, but
actually listening to each other!
What if churches, schools, parents
came together in an earnest commitment to focus on getting positive results
in academic, discipline, respect for authority, attendance and tardiness?
What if all concerned develop respect for each other?
What if the love bond among parents
and children significantly increase?
What if the Lord heard and the peo-

ple turned (2 Chron 7:14)?
Wow! Would not the rest of Pinellas
County Schools and the community be
astounded by the amazing results and
say: “See what the Lord has done? The
school district and the community listened to each other!”
If you wish to partner with PSFEC,
contact us.
If you are disturbed and challenged
by Holy Spirit after reading Ps. 139:2324; Proverbs 31:8-9 and James 4:17,
email The Weekly Challenger at editor@theweeklychallenger.com or myself at mrainey390@verizon.net.
Give your name, cell and email address.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, the late Rev. Dr. Bragg L.
Turner, Senior Pastor. He also serves as
president of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and chairman of
JWB South County Community Council.
He may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326.
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource Center), to the far right and adjacent to the Church. The community is
welcome.

 

Historic inaugural celebration set for
FAMU President Elmira Mangum
TALLAHASSEE – Dr.
Elmira Mangum will be installed as Florida A & M
University’s 11th president
in a weeklong celebration
in Tallahassee. The festivities will begin Sept. 28 featuring
forums,
entertainment, an inauguration, formal gala and Rattler football.
The first woman president of the nation’s largest
historically black university
is beginning “The Season
of Change,” at the institution renowned for its standout research, business,
pharmacy and engineering
colleges and schools.
Mangum has already
launched her Sustainability
Institute to find solutions to
global socio-economic, ecological and energy issues.
She also plans to enhance
FAMU’s prominence as a
STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Math)
institution and improve
services to students.
The celebration promises to take in all of the elements of the president’s
vision for FAMU highlighted by a gala that has
Hollywood glitz, glamour
and entertainment. The
FAMU family invites everyone to join them on the
highest of seven hills in Tallahassee as they commemorate this historic occasion.
Inaugural week schedule:
• Sun., Sept 28
Healthy Families 5k
Walk-Run-Roll-Stroll

Dr. Elmira Mangum
Smooth Jazz Concert
• Mon., Sept. 29
Student Production
• Tues., Sept 30
Inaugural Presidential
Lecture Series
• Thurs., Oct. 2
Presidential Inaugural
Symposium
An Evening of Artistic
Performance
Student Government Inaugural - Founders Day
Kick-Off

• Fri., Oct. 3
Presidential Installation
Ceremony
Community Celebration
Inauguration Scholarship Gala
• Sat., Oct. 4
President’s Inaugural
Pre-Game Rally
Famu Vs Morgan State
Football Game
For more information
contact
famuinauguration2014.com

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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Doris Lucille Williams Johnson: 100 years young
From BIRTHDAY, page 1

Wildwood
Elementary,
Largo Central Elementary,
and Fuguitt Elementary,
where she touched the lives
of hundreds of children extolling her positive outlook
and knowledge of academics.
Former fourth grade student, Darryl Moore, took
time out to reminisce of
those long ago years before
Johnson was married. He
knew her as Ms. Wilson and
recalls a soft spoken, easy to
get along with teacher. But
even into adulthood, Moore
remembers that side of his
beloved teacher that held
him accountable for his actions.
“I was one of those students that wanted attention,”
laughed Moore. “She gave
me attention, the old fashioned way.”
And as more grew brave
to talk about their own time
with the centurion, it became evident that Johnson,
although blessed with a
sweet kindly voice, was also
known for her powers of
persuasion.

Mamie Rodgers of the
National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) remembers Johnson as a practical
person who according to
Rodgers practiced virtues of
an angel every day. As she
listed off words to describe
Johnson such as protector,
faithful, fearless and a warrior of prayer, she also remembers a woman that was
persistent in her efforts to
get others to join her cause.
“She got me into the
NCNW,” said Rodgers who
joined the group after years
of Johnson prodding her to
do so. “You might say no for
a little while, but eventually
you came around,” she continued.
Rodgers pointed out that
100 year birthday celebrations don’t come around
everyday and encouraged
everyone to not only give
Johnson an extra hug, but 10
I love yous also.
“We are witnessing
something here today that
most of us in this room will
never get to enjoy ourselves,” Rodgers said. “So

let’s enjoy this.”
And enjoy it they did.
With a hot dinner of
chicken, macaroni and
cheese, cornbread, and vegetables galore, guests enjoyed
mouthful
after
scrumptious mouthful. Entertainment was also in full
swing with various soloists
singing to Johnson and the
Happy Birthday song sung
by her great grandnephew,
Elijah Cabassa.
Married to Charles
LeRoy Johnson, who has
since passed, Johnson had
no children. Her brother
and three sisters too have
moved on from this world,
but her nieces and nephews,
grand nieces and grand
nephews, as well as her inlaws have taken up the call
to watch over Johnson and
were responsible for the outpouring of love witnessed at
the 100th birthday event.
Before sitting down for
cake, more friends and family strolled down memory
lane, their love and respect
for Johnson evident with
each passing word, each re-

membered story.
Katherine Jones has
known Johnson since she
was a teenager herself. They
worked together at Bethel
Community Baptist Church
where Johnson has been a
member since 1938.
“Every time she sees me
she knows me, even if she
don’t know anybody else,”
said Jones who feels Johnson has been blessed with a
long life because of her good
heart and her tireless work
with the church.
Reverend Henry Jones
drove down from Ocala to
throw in his opinion of Johnson. He met her at Bethel
Community Baptist many
years ago but will never forget her sharp wittedness.
“She didn’t bite her
tongue,” said Jones who recalls being told that if he
were to speak in front of an
audience, he needed to be
prepared. The reverend, on
in years himself, made the
trip so that he could speak of
Johnson’s dedication to
Christ and the respect she
showed every soul she

crossed.
“She has been a strong
stout woman in this neighborhood,” said Jones, “and
in this community.”
Letters from various political figures were read to
Johnson marking the momentous occasion. Mayor
Rick Kriseman sent birthday wishes, along with
Florida House Representative Darryl Rouson. Councilman Wengay Newton
performed
a
singing
telegram marking the 100year anniversary of Johnson’s birth undoubtedly
adding to the lighthearted
mood.
“Through your lifetime
you have touched the lives
and hearts of so many and
shaped the very character of
those privileged to call you
friend,” said Councilman
Newton who encouraged
everyone to show their love
for the special people in
their lives, “because people
don’t always last.”
The oohs and aahs,
along with a lot of clapping,
however came after the






reading of the letter sent
from none other than President Barack Obama and
First Lady Michelle Obama.
Their words rang true to
Johnson’s life and marked
what a momentous occasion
September first really was.
“You have woven your
own unique story into the
American narrative,” said
the letter which prided Johnson as being part of a generation who summoned the
compassion and strength to
guide our nation through
some of the greatest challenges and triumphs.”
Doris Lucille Williams
Johnson currently resides
here in St. Petersburg at an
area nursing home where
she is cared for and visited
daily by family and friends.
She enjoys singing and
spending time with other
people. She is and will always be remembered for
her contributions to society
and her devout dedication
to the church.
Happy 100th birthday,
Doris!

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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2nd Annual Alopecia Awareness Seminar
From HAIR, page 1

help to come together to provide information to the many
adults and children suffering
from temporary or permanent alopecia.
“Inner beauty is inside
each of us, we’re all beautiful
in God’s eyes,” said Jodi
Davis with the WeeRead Literacy Program. “He doesn’t
make any junk or make mistakes.”
Nevertheless those suffering the social stigma of
losing their hair whether due
to genetics, medical issues,
or styling techniques don’t always feel beautiful on the inside, especially women.
Often they lack confidence or
acceptance from others.
So the ATBA, under
Scott’s guidance, once again
put together the event of all
events. Professionals in the
field of hair from doctors to
hairstylists were on hand
speaking to the audience
members about the various
types of alopecia and what
can be done to not only help
stop it, but to also prevent it
in the first place.
Dr. Maria Hicks, a board
certified dermatologist from
Advanced Dermatology, discussed the common hair
thinning that she sees everyday in both men and women.
“Most suffer in silence,”
said Hicks speaking of the
myriad of people who experience hair loss. “They don’t
even want to share, they feel
embarrassed.”
But Hicks and the ATBA
want those suffering to know
that they are not alone, that
there is somewhere to go to
get advice or just a shoulder
to cry on.
The doctor explained the
different classes of hair loss
and how the normal 100
hairs a day that most lose can
sometimes increase to almost 700 hairs a day. Physical or emotional stress can
play a big part in hair shedding. If a person is suffering
from a medical condition,
Hicks informed that the body
will place its resources elsewhere to ensure the vital organs survive in stressful
situations. At these times, the
hair doesn’t always get the attention it needs.
“Patients will say, ‘I noticed that my hair is falling
everywhere, on the sink, in
the shower, in my brush, on
my pillow,’” said Hicks who
also pointed a finger at crash
diets, birth control pills, and
recent surgeries as reasons
why some lose a multitude of
strands.
“That’s when the body
makes the decision to stop
concentrating on hair and
take care of other important

stuff,” she continued.
Other chronic diseases
such as cancer, thyroid issues and anemia can cause
the loss of hair, so the first
step is always to get your
blood screened. This way a
proper diagnosis can be
made and specialists can determine which route to take
in order to treat the hair loss.
Once any medical issues
are treated, hair should
begin to restore itself. But
what if there is no medical
reason for the failing follicles?
Experts at the event all
pointed to how the hair is
handled.
“Always handle your hair
with care,” said Hicks who
also encouraged proper nutrition to include fruits, vegetables, and protein. She also
zeroed in on African- American hair speaking to those
who wear their hair in tight
braids or put their children in
braids.
“It’s so cute,” she said,
“but sometimes you can see
the hair that is just receding
all the way.” Hicks explained
that the braids themselves
weren’t a bad idea, but suggested moms loosen them
up. She also recommended
conditioning hair daily.
Ife Davis Bailey of Silverlining Beauty and Hair Loss
Center, 1834 49th St. S. in
Gulfport, also spoke at the
event. A returning speaker
from last year, Bailey discussed the various ways her
center helps combat the loss
of hair in women.
Bailey’s concern began to
grow as she witnessed more
and more of her clients losing their hair, some for medical reasons, some due to
medications or styling, and
others to just genes. So she
researched and has mastered the art of hair replacement techniques.
Bailey brought with her
hairpieces to show off to the
guests. “There are different
pieces for different situations,” she said, depending
on whether you are a carcinoma victim or a burn victim
for instance. “Every person
receives a customized piece;
it’s fitted just for your head.”
So if you suffer from
alopecia whether it is from
genetics, styling, or medical
reasons, the ATBA hopes to
lessen the stigma associated
with hair loss and find real
solutions to stopping it.
Although there have
been a lot of advances from
laser therapy, to ointments,
to hair weaves, experts state
that each person’s head is
different. While restorative
therapy may work wonders

with one person, another option may have to be used for
someone else.
“As we learn better, we
do better,” said Bailey who
vows to continue to further
the education into hair loss
and hair replacement.
ATBA mission is to provide education, information,
and encouragement to adults
and children suffering with
temporary or permanent
alopecia. They offer alternatives and fundraising to provide custom hairpieces to
patients of hair restoration,
while helping to also bridge
the gap when there is no insurance involved.
For more information
on ATBA email Alopeciaawarenesstampaassoc@g
mail.com or ATBAlivebluelovepink@blogspot.co
m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Great Commission: Taking the gospel to the streets of St. Petersburg
From GOSPEL, page 1

behind Seven x 7, who
worked with many other
men and women of God to
establish the movement.
“Our children and families urgently need us. Only
a fraction of them are saved.
Our goal is to minister to
the other seventy five percent, and we’ve got to get
outside the traditional
church walls to do that,”

said Murphy, who is also
senior pastor of Mt Zion
Progressive
Missionary
Baptist.
The now-familiar white
tents staked in the poorest
areas of South St. Petersburg every year have so far
called 350 souls to Christ,
and organizers say as usual,
“All are welcome.”
“Whether you are a long

time believer hungry for a
recommitment, or someone
who’s new to the faith or
wants to be, we want you
there,” said Minister Kevin
Parrott, whose choir will
amplify praise and worship
at the Perkins area revival
next week.
This year’s revival will
host tents and sound systems at six locations, open-

ing with live praise and worship starting at 6 p.m. each
evening:
• Campbell Park Area,
Corner of Dr. MLK St. S.
and Newton Ave.
• Childs Park Area, 601
14th St. S.
• Dell Homes Area,
2750 34th St. S.
• Perkins Area, Corner
of 19th St. S. and 18th Ave.

• Wildwood Area, Corner of 30th St. S. & 5th Ave.
• Harbordale Area, Corner of 8th St. S. and 22nd
Ave.
As a prelude to the weeklong awakening, the public is
welcome this Sun., Sept. 14
when pastors will lead a Consecration & Prayer Service
to bless this year’s revival
with an outpouring of the

spirit. The Consecration
service, beginning at 6 p.m.,
will be held at All Nations
Church of God by Faith,
3000 4th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The mass baptism ending the revival will take
place Sept. 21 at 4 p.m. at
Elva Rouse Park, 10th Ave.
N.E. and North Shore Drive
in St. Petersburg.

If YOU died today,
how would your family
pay for YOUR funeral?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Abundant Life Ministries’ ordination ceremony
BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Zeal, compassion and a love for people from all
walks of life are the attributes that
Pastor Roger Stroman of Abundant
Life Ministries looked for when he
was searching for a new deacon, and
for first time evangelists to be installed at the church.
Stroman recently ordinated Fred
Sullivan as deacon and Theresa Lee,
Monica Smith and Ernestine Bland
as evangelists. “With the growth of
the church it was just the right
time,” Stroman stated.
He stressed that the new inductees should be obedient to the
word, offer support for the church
holistically, have good attendance
and an attitude to keep “pushing forward.” Stroman also emphasized
that having a personal, positive testimony to share with others, who
might be going through an inner turmoil, could be a positive voice of
hope and a pathway to the church.
Lee is a walking testament to
sheer determination and an example
of maintaining her faith through the
many adversities that life has thrown
at her. The single mother of four
sons has been homeless and unem-

ployed for long periods of time.
She has experienced the horror
of street violence as both of her sons
have had guns fired at them.
Throughout her life she has experienced physical and emotional abuse;
however, her faith shines through.
Lee said that it was God’s will when
she ended up in prison and it saved
her life.
“I want to give someone a new
testimony to see what I’ve been
through. It’s not what He’s done for
me, but what He’s doing for me,” Lee
explained. “I see this as an opportunity to be a greater witness for God.”
In his new position as deacon,
Sullivan wants to raise the level of
faith in the church. “I feel the lack of
faith. We have to raise the level of
faith in our church and our community, and then we can grow,” he said.
Sullivan also hopes to bring more
men into church by expanding the
men’s ministry. He feels the inclusion of men and boys in the church
would be a benefit to many households that are struggling.
As a young child Bland’s mother
and father always took her to
church. “We followed by example,
she explained. “They did not send
us to church, they took us.” She was

always involved in the church as a
girl and wants to pass this on to the
children today.
Bland is planning on starting a
youth service “to let them know
there is fun in church,” she said.
“There is a Jesus and you can still
enjoy life as a young, saved person.”
New evangelist Smith was also
active in the church as a child by
singing in the Youth Choir and being
a member of a Christian based program called “Kids World” where
they learned songs, praise dancing,
practiced outreach in the community
and most importantly was taught the
Word.
“I saw the caring [in the
church],” she explained of her acceptance of her appointment. “You
love people in spite of. God told us to
get back up, no matter what it is.”
She said one of her favorite hymns
that she still loves today, is “Yes
Jesus Loves Me.”
Stroman said that the new inductees “main job is to go out and
bring back souls to Christ,” but he
also has some basic precepts he
wants them to follow: To try to live
what you pray and preach, to listen
attentively, and to respond with the
word of God.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com




   





  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

$20 or more.
Exp. 12/11/14

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Inspirational Hair Studio
Collaborates with Pinellas
Opportunity Council Inc.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Inspirational Hair Studio,
3700 18th Ave. So., partnered with Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc. (POC)
Sun., Aug. 17 to provide
free hairdos and haircuts
to low income and homeless students returning to
Pinellas County schools.
These students, referred by POC were so excited to have a “fresh look”
for the new school year.
Shop owner Jessica Bryant
opened her heart and her
shop to a total of 35 children from 8 a.m. until 6
p.m., providing perms,
wash & straightening,
weaves, haircuts, etc.
This
back-to-school
event is one of many that
Byrant has participated in
since 2008. She opened her
own salon in April of this
year and immediately decided that she would give
back to the community by
sponsoring her own backto-school event.
This event also included food (chicken, hot
dogs, hamburgers, ribs,
macaroni & cheese, baked
beans, tuna salad and beverages), which was donated by Bryant and
prepared by her husband,
Robert Bryant.
Each child received
school supplies that were
donated by customers,
community and staff, and
some were privileged to

free manicures. Staff assisting her in this effort included
hairstylist
Shaneeka Nixon, assistant
Jackie Henderson Blair,
barber Maurice Williams
and volunteer Joyce Hall.
Kids left her shop that
day with many smiles of
confidence and ready to

take on another school
year. Parents expressed
their gratitude and appreciation for Byrant’s kindness.
A special thank you to
Bryant and Inspirational
Hair Studio from POC. We
look forward to partnering
with them in the near future.

Guarding against HPV in
south St. Pete
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor,
whose district includes
parts of Pinellas and Hillsborough counties, teamed
up with the Florida Department of Health, Pinellas
County to spread the word
to citizens in south St. Petersburg about vaccinating
their children against the
deadly human papilloma
virus, or HPV.
“If you could prevent
your child from getting cancer, would you,” asked Castor. She went on to explain
that you can prevent HPV
related cancers if you vaccinate your boys and girls.
The CDC recommends
that you get the vaccine between the ages 11 and 12
when it’s most effective.
There are about 30 to 40
types of HPV that can affect
the genital area. And, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there are
about 6 million new cases
of genital HPV infections in
the United States each year.
It is estimated 74 percent of
them occur in 15 to 24 year
olds.
For most, HPV clears
on its own. But, for others
who don’t clear certain
types, HPV could cause significant consequences: cervical, vaginal, and vulvar
cancers in females. Other
types could cause genital
warts in both males and fe-

Eleven-year old Aaliyah Williams getting
the first round of the HPV vaccine at the
James B Sanderlin Family Center, located at
2335 22nd Ave. S., St Petersburg.
males. And there’s no way
to predict who will or won’t
clear the virus.
According to Castor, the
State of Florida has some of
the lowest HPV vaccination
rates and in Pinellas
County African-American
females have some of the
highest rates of cervical
cancer. These rates are
higher than the state and
national average.
Director of the Florida
Department of Health,
Pinellas County, Claude
Dharamraj, said that HPV
is a fairly easy virus to contract and that it has no
symptoms.
“The bad thing about it
is, you don’t get sick with it,

and if you don’t get sick
with it you don’t know you
have it,” she stated.
The vaccine is affordable. If you already have insurance you will pay a
nominal fee, if you don’t
have insurance it is free
through the health department at every center
throughout Pinellas County
except the Largo location.
They also have clinics at selected high schools, such
as Northeast, Gibbs, Boca
Ciega and soon at Pinellas
Park High.
The vaccine is administered in three shots over
six months, and should
guard against HPV for life.



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A passion to fight heart disease and stroke
BY RYLEE MURDOCH
Guest Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
Ronnell Montgomery is an
inspiring woman who has
used challenging events in
her life as motivation to
change other people’s lives
for the better.
In 1998, when Montgomery was more than
eight months pregnant, her
father had his first of four
heart attacks. While these
were difficult times in her
life, it was another devastating event that inspired her
to take action: In 2011, the
father of her daughter
passed away from a heart
attack at age 46.
“When you have a parent with heart disease and
health issues, that’s one
thing. When you know
someone under 50 with no
major health issues, who
has a heart attack or
stroke, that’s the wakeup
call,” Montgomery said.
She began working at
the James B. Sanderlin
Center in 2004. One of the
center’s areas of focus is
health and wellness, so she
created the first annual
“Celebrate You” event with
an inaugural theme that
highlighted the American
Heart Association’s Go Red
for Women initiative. “Celebrate You” is specifically tailored to empower women
and create awareness about
health issues that often affect women.
Montgomery said that
spreading awareness about
cardiovascular diseases is

crucial because young people often don’t believe that
they could be victims until
it happens to them.
After volunteering with
the American Heart Association Tampa Bay for several years and serving as an
ambassador for their Power
to End Stroke initiative,
Montgomery is now the
chair of the organization’s
Passion Committee. With
her determination and energy, and the help of the
community, she’s making a
difference in Tampa Bay.
What is the Passion
Committee?
The Passion Committee
is part of the Go Red For
Women campaign. It is a
group of people who are
passionate about their connection to heart disease
and stroke. Through community events, we are able
to share personal experiences and educational resources to make people
more aware of risks and
prevention when it comes
to cardiovascular diseases.
Q&A with Ronnell
Montgomery
What’s your biggest
goal being the Passion
Committee chair and
knowing you can make a
change?
To make people more
aware that heart disease and
stroke can happen to people
at a young age. That small
lifestyle change can make a
big difference. We want to
teach people prevention, but
we also want to teach them
lifesaving information like
Hands-Only™ CPR.

My involvement with
the American Heart Association has made a difference
in my health and when I
talk to people, I remind
them that they are in
charge of their health. We
can’t wait for the doctor to
come to us. It’s our body. If
we’re worried about something, we have to go get it
checked.
You have a teenage
daughter and a strong
passion to have a positive impact on young
women. What healthy
habits would you encourage them to adopt?
I try to incorporate my
daughter into my positive
habits like exercising and
drinking the smoothies I
make at home. I also involve her in educational
sessions, conferences and
events, like National Wear
Red Day. On that day, she’ll
wear red clothes with a red
dress pin, and share the information with her friends.
What are some of the
events that the 20142015 Passion Committee will be doing this
year?
We’re already thinking
ahead to Heart Month in
February. We’re talking
about making red blankets
for babies born in February. When I went to the
American Heart Association Heart Heroes Camp
Boggy Creek send off at All
Children’s Hospital, it was
a strong reminder of how
many children are affected
by heart disease. It’s not an
old person’s issue. We want

to have a strong presence
in the community this year,
but to do that, we need
more people to help.
How do you think
being af fected by heart
disease or stroke can
translate into change in
the community?
After my daughter’s father passed away, our family participated in the
American Heart Association Tampa Bay Heart
Walk. The following year,
the family started a foundation in his name and put to-

gether a walk in South St.
Petersburg. The money
that was raised went toward other community
heart-related events. When
something like heart disease affects your life, then
you use it to help other people and make them more
aware.
The American Heart
Association
recently
launched a new anthem:
Life is Why. What is your
why?
My professional why is
empowering women. I want

to help them know as much
as they can, and to help
them have better lives. My
personal why is my daughter. To be here for her. I
didn’t think I’d be raising
her alone without her father at 16.
For more information
about the American Heart
Association Tampa Bay:
www.facebook.com/AHAT
ampaBay, (727) 563-8083.
To learn more about the
Passion Committee, please
contact Ronnell: rmontgomery_snfc@yahoo.com.

Ronnell Montgomery

The Thomas English report

You Are Invited To Join
The Pinellas County Urban League Guild
Urban League Sunday

In Its Celebration Of “One Nation Underemployed:
Bridges to Jobs & Justice”
With guest speaker Minister Sharon Priscilla Walters-Saulsby, MBA
Entertainment provided by GMS Praise and Worshipers
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Sun., Sept. 14 from 4 - 6 p.m.
For additional information,
email pculguild@yahoo.com
or call the PCUL at (727) 327-2081

Hello Weekly Challenger readers, America
and our youth. I am
Thomas M. English a
great artist and also a
great mentor to our youth.
The purpose for this
journal is to encourage the
readers of the Challenger
to encourage new readers
to pick up the paper.
I have a wide variety of
important
information
about life, reality and love
for each reader to see,
hear and enjoy. See what I
see, hear the word within
the words and enjoy the
great feeling in knowing
the truth about what is
happening and how this
journal can benefit you,
our youth and others.
Here are just some of
the upcoming journals
about what you do not
know, need to know,
should have known and
now you know.
• Black youth baseball
coaches that practice

white baseball racism
• Care for youth organizations, that don't really care for youth
• Old black men,
against the young black boy
• The true reason for
the “lack of black” players
in white major league
baseball

• Another like the
other the usual four
phases pertaining to
killing black people and
more, along with stories
about the new black baseball era taken from a book
soon to be published
called “Negro Baseball Is
Back Without The Negro”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida







Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for His awesome gift,
His son Jesus Christ.
Coming events for Sept.

Sept. 13 - St. Mark 83rd
Church Anniversary Pre-Celebration Fish Fry Sat. from 2 - 5

p.m. at St. Mark. The Membership is invited for food, fun and
fellowship.
Sept. 14 - Recognition of
Family of the year
Sept. 21 - Church Outing:
Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church (Tarpon Springs, FL)
at 4 p.m.eekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in

the community are welcomed to
join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

10th Street Church of God
The congregation of 10th
Street Church of God will celebrate the 14th anniversary of
our pastoral family during the
months of September and October. Our celebration this year
takes inspiration from the
words of Apostle Paul who
writes in Romans 12:2 “Do not
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to
test and approve what God’s
will is – his good, pleasing and
perfect will.”
Our First Lady, Sister Car-

lotta Bell, will be honored during an appreciation service on
Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. The speaker
will be Rev. Dr. Maxine Woodside, associate pastor of 34th
Street Church of God in Tampa.
Sister Bell’s sweet disposition, kindness and uncompromised integrity are hallmarks of
her consistent uprightness in
the sight of God and man. She
has a passion for working with
young people, especially those
who are underprivileged, and
never tires in her efforts to
meet their temporal and spiritual needs.

Additionally, she is the
proud mother of three lovely
children and wife of our pastor,
Rev. Ronald L. Bell. The members of 10th Street Church of
God invites everyone to come
and join us on this special occasion in celebrating our First
Lady, a dynamic woman of God,
who “is worth more than rubies” and is universally loved
and embraced by all.
10th Street Church of God
is located at 207 10th Street N.,
St. Petersburg, and our telephone number is (727) 8989407.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Broad and the entire
Church Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire
community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our
7:45 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m.
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Feel free to set sail with us
throughout the week for various programs and ministries. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, noon day and
Prayer and Bible Study (7
p.m.); AWANA Youth Enrichment program is back every
Thursday at 7 p.m., something special for every child,
learning the about God while
having fun. The Bread of Life
Ministry is up and running,
volunteers are still needed,
please see Sister Renitta

Williams for further information.
Month of September:
Sept. 6, 13 and 20 – West
Coast Youth Explosion Rehearsals.
Sept. 9 – Monthly Nursing Home Ministry at 3:30
p.m. at the Suncoast Nursing
Home. Friendship Choir to
fellowship at Mt. Zion Progressive – 7 p.m.
Sept. 10-12, Join Pastor
Evans, Adult Mass Choir and
Male Chorus n Revival at the
Holy Christian Church, 34th
St. So. in the McDonald’s
Plaza. Wednesday Night
LIVE will be held at Holy
Christian.
Sept. 14 – The Urban
League Community Based
Program held at Friendship –
4 p.m. Minister Sharon
Saulsby will be the Key Note
Speaker.
Sept. 21, Is the Mission
Emphases Sunday at the
Ship. A coming together of
all Missions Ministries for a
great day of raising our
awareness to the urgent need
of Mission Outreach Ministry.
Friendship will worship
with The New Hope Mission-

ary Baptist Church, 2120
19th St. So. at 4 p.m., meet
Pastor Evans, Adult Choir,
Male Chorus, Third Sunday
Usher and Nurses Ministries
for this spirit filled fellowship.
Get-Ready, “THE SHIP”
is Getting Ready, for the
17th/37th Pastor’s and Family Appreciation Celebration.
Honoring Dr. John A. Sr., and
First Lady Sister Teresa
Evans and Family (Hebrews
13:7 and 17) teaches us. “Remember your leaders who
spoke the word of God to
you...” The First Prayer and
Planning Meeting will be
Mon., Sept. 15, at 7 p.m.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
So., St. Petersburg, Florida
Church Office: (727) 9068300
Visit Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.com
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

God closes a door – no one can open
God opens a door – no one can close
WHY?
God has a purpose. God
has a plan for the earth and
each one of us. He created all
things for His good pleasure
and glory. And that includes
you. However, when some
got ‘grown’, having been socialized to think that we can
do whatever we’re old and
big enough to do, became rebellious. To add to that fray,
false prophets begin bewitching them with deceitful
thoughts that they as a child
of God, can do whatever,
whenever, wherever and with
whomever they wanted to because they were no longer
under the Law; but ‘grace’
[unearned favor]. If you see
it, believe it’s yours and you
can achieve it; if you don’t let
anyone turn you around.
This happened during
the days of Noah [Genesis
6,7] God saw the Wickedness of mankind and it
grieved God in His Heart. He
said that he would destroy
mankind off the face of the
earth. But, one person’s family found grace/ favor in the
eyes of God. It was Noah.
Noah did as the Lord Commanded him to do. Noah had
faith in what God was going
to do. He Preached for 120
years without a single convert [a big crowd can be
found in a church house and
in a grave yard; it proves absolutely nothing.] Noah and
his family were the only ones
saved. Why? God shut the
door to the Ark that no one
could open regardless of
what they believed nor how

bad they wanted to. The
Door to God’s plan of salvation is soon to be closed to
the Gentiles [Romans 11,12].
God could abruptly close the
door on your opportunity to
become His child by your
death[Hebrews 9:27] or the
Rapture of the Church
[Matthew 24,44]. Those
doors can’t be opened.
[Matthew 25]
God closing doors is not
telling you that He does not
care. Rather, God closes and
opens doors that no one can
open or close simply because
He is sovereign, wisdom,
grace and love. He is able to
lead us to what is best. No
person, organization or
group is able to know what is
best for usin the short run
nor for eternity except the
Lord. In other words, God
loves us too much to allow us
to go where the angels fear to
tread. Do not get discouraged when you get rejected
for a special job, by a certain
relationship or a promotion. Too many of God’s children are disillusioned and
hurting. They have lost their
peace because God ordered
their footsteps in another direction.
A song that have been
dancing through my mind in
the past few days. My spirit
knew it, but I couldn’t quite
intellectually clearly connect
the words to this song. However, this song impressed me
that these were the anguish
prayers being cried by the
righteous unto our Heavenly

Father. In order to enhance
my understanding of what
the Spirit was saying to the
Body of Christ, the Church I U-tubed it. It has been a
while since this song was on
the charts. James Cleveland
recorded in the 80’s. It’s
called ‘Peace, be still’. Check
it out! Some of the words are:
“Master, the tempest is
raging. The billows are tossing high. The sky is o’ershadowed with blackness. No
shelter or help is nigh. Carest
thou not that we perish? How
canst thou lie asleep. When
each moment so madly is
threatening a grave in the
angry deep? The winds and
the waves shall obey thy will.
Peace, be still. Whether the
wrath of the storm-tossed sea
or demons, or men, or whatever it be. No water can swallow the ship where you lie.
The Master of ocean and
earth and sky. They all shall
sweetly obey thy will.”
We are charged by the
Almighty to follow and seek
peace above all else. Know
Jesus – Know Peace! No
Jesus – No Peace!
That Ark of safety today
is God’s Body/Church in
which He’s the Head. He
wants you to open the door
that can’t be closed by anyone [Revelation 3:20] God is
waiting for you. Stop trying
to live life your way! You may
be alienated ,ignored or
shunned by the world, but let
Him in today and find rest for
your soul and experience our
LORD’s doings in your life!

Visible Voices
Are you an African American born and raised on the
north side of downtown St. Petersburg in the 1930s or the
1940s or before it was renamed
“Methodist Town” or “James
Town?” Attended Davis Academy? The Harlem Theater? Ida
B. Wells Library?

Rev. Sarah Edwards, Executive Producer of ‘Turn The
Page
Productions’
and
CCN/Christian Community TV
Network invites you to share
your ‘Precious Memories’ with
Visible Voices Christian Community Neighborhood Association for as part of a TV

Documentary. It is entitled
“God’s Eyes Beholding The
City.”
The trailer may be seen on
Youtube and thecrossingpoint.net
web page. Request Visible Voices
Membership Information today:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Voice: 727-821-0304

First Mt. Zion
You are invited to join First
Mt. Zion as they will be “Cruising on The Living Water With
God” during the spring dates
of March 29 - April 2, 2015. This
four day cruise will be sailing

from Port Canaveral aboard the
Carnival Sensation to Freeport
and Nassau in the Bahamas.
For adult and children’s
rates and specific details, you
may contact Cruise Consult-

ant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell
at727-434-0072, or Reverend
Joseph Bell at v727-8657539. The deadline for the $50
per person deposit has been
extended to Sept. 8.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PCUL Hall of Fame Gala
From GALA, page 1

emonies, leading guests
into a dining hall after the
silent auction. Following a
Presentation of Colors,
Haynes welcomed the 470
guests in attendance. Individual tickets for the event
cost $150, while corporations purchased platinum,
gold and bronze sponsorships. With the auction on
going during this week,
Haynes said the total dollar
amount raised by this year’s
gala has yet to be calculated.
As of press time, however,
the amount generated so far
is over $110,000, Haynes
said.
After dinner, Riggins led
the live auction in the hall.
Auctioned off were four
footballs that would later be
signed and given a personal
message by Brooks.
Haynes addressed the
crowd to handout surprise
“Hall of Fame” awards for
four PCUL members. Eve-

lyn Gardner, who volunteered for 35 years with the
PCUL Nursing Tutorial Program, was honored with the
Smith/Milton Award. The
Chairman’s Award was presented to David J. Linesch
of the Linesch Law Firm for
legal services he provided
to PCUL.
Jackie Baron, one of the
PCUL Board of Directors
members, was honored
with the President’s Award
for her technological assistance.
Lastly,
Jamaal
Chaney was given the Volunteer Award for his work
helping adults study for the
General Educational Development exam.
The PCUL gala organizers showed a video to highlight the success of one of
their more recent community programs, Summer
Training in Youth Leadership and Employment
(STYLE), which had its sec-

ond run this past summer.
While PCUL serves adults
as well as youth through
their many available programs, this year’s gala focused especially on the
importance of helping and
serving community youth.
As keynote speaker and
long-time advocate for youth
programs, Brooks spoke of
his support for PCUL.
“I want to be part of a
group that’s changing lives
on a daily basis,” Brooks
said. “Particularly with me,
my hot button is youth education. … I support a lot of
educational programs because kids learn differently
and just that diversity in
their learning skill set allows me to be a part of all
that.”
Brooks said his football
career put him in a position
to be able to serve others.
“What I did on the football field with the Tampa

Bay Buccaneers is a really
big part of my life and I really thank God for it,”
Brooks said. “But more importantly is the life I live as
a man. I want to do the best
I can to serve our community beyond the football
field.”
In addition to his support
of PCUL, Brooks supports
youth programs through
Derrick Brooks Charities,
Inc. During his keynote address, Brooks urged the
crowd to invest in children. In
response to a question posed
by a gala attendee about how
to help children maintain
their dreams through adulthood, Brooks said, “A dream
is going to stay a dream unless you wake up. … Your
dreams have got to align with
your decisions.”
According to Haynes, the
monies raised by the gala
will go toward PCUL operations and particularly toward

expanding youth development programs throughout
all of Pinellas County.
“We’ve been a partner of
Lakewood
Elementary
school for about three years
and now we’re looking at expanding some of our services to other identified
failing schools in Pinellas
County,” Haynes said.
“We’ve always been labeled
as the St. Petersburg facet
of the Urban League, but …
we really serve all 24 municipalities of Pinellas County
and now have some programs in Tampa as well.”
Haynes said while most
PCUL youth programs currently run in St. Petersburg,
the Urban Youth Empowerment Program, funded
through the Attorney General’s office, will be run in
Tampa as well.
“That program works
with 16-24 year-olds who
may or may not have had a

brush with the law, who
may have dropped out of
school,” Haynes said. “It’s
working to get them in
school or on some track in a
certain location.”
In addition to youth programs, Haynes said that in
the past year alone PCUL
helped restore utilities for
5,000 adults and helped
weatherize 300 houses in
the county. While the PCUL
staff is small, Haynes said,
community support allows
the organization to expand
its service.
“I appreciate the overwhelming support of the
community,” Haynes said.
“We did not anticipate a sold
out house [at the gala], but
it shows the kind of support
that we have been garnering in the community and
from the folks in the Tampa
Bay area.”

